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Forget ‘Pulpit Envy.’ Most Americans Attend A Small Church.   
By Sue Washburn | Presbyterian Today  

Not too long ago our presbytery meeting was held at a cathedral-like church with 
thick stone, intricate stained glass and a grand, high pulpit. As I climbed the steps 
to the pulpit, I swear the air got thinner. When I got to the top and behind the mic, 
I felt like I was commanding a starship. There was a smooth wooden shelf 
encircling the area, like an expansive console surrounding me, but without 
flashing computer screens. I felt like I could pilot the church straight to heaven. 
As I looked down upon my colleagues something inside me felt strange. Then I 
realized what it was. I had pulpit envy. 
Everything that pulpit represented flashed through my mind — a big church, with 
possibly a big endowment. In my momentary reverie, I thought about all the 
members who would surely fill boards and committees, do outreach and take on 
meaningful mission projects in the community and around the world. 
It’s not just pastors who suffer from pulpit envy. Many members look at other churches and think that surely things are going 
better in that bigger church down the road. We think about the choirs bigger than our congregations, the computer-run 
lighting systems and the hip programming — all of which can make us feel like we are worshiping in Grandma’s faded 
living room by comparison. And truth be told, some of our furniture was donated from Grandma’s living room. 
Up there in my temporary command center, I remembered the small church I serve. The pulpit I use each Sunday is mostly 
packed with audio equipment. Every so often during worship I disappear to bend down and fiddle with the audio levels if we 
have a special singer or if the mic has suddenly stopped working. Instead of a calm and powerful commander standing at the 
helm of a big church, I’m more like the busy conductor waving a stick at a small musical ensemble that is sometimes 
missing a few instruments. 
Of course, the reality is that big churches and small churches each have their share of challenges to face. My pulpit envy is 
purely a function of my own mind. If I am honest, the problem is that too often I think of small churches as failures. I know 
I’m not alone in this. Many congregations have corporate memories of bursting sanctuaries and expanded education centers 
as cultural Christianity thrived in the ’50s and ’60s. 
We often think that if we were truly sharing the gospel, our small churches would turn into the big churches we covet. And 
while it seems like big churches are everywhere, the reality is that on any given Sunday more than 60 percent of people 
worshiping in the United States are sitting in a church with fewer than 100 people. Most of those people are in churches with 
fewer than 50. * To read the rest of the article see page # 2 

Mary H. Soderberg Scholarship Application is now Available!  

This scholarship has been established in the name of 
Mary H. Soderberg. The intent of this 

scholarship is to assist church members 
pursuing post-secondary education goals.  

Requirements: 1. The applicant must be a 
member of First Presbyterian Church of 

Skaneateles. 2. The applicant must have documented full or part-
time enrollment at an accredited college, university, technical school or 
other post-secondary education program.    3. The applicant must 
submit one letter of recommendation from a non-family church member 
that has not endorsed another applicant for this scholarship. 

Download Application at www.skanpresby.org/documents/minutes
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Forget ‘Pulpit Envy.’ Most Americans… (Continuation from Page #1)  
My perspective on small churches started to change at a synod gathering last year. We were supposed to brainstorm how a 
congregation of 15 might live as resurrection people. The ideas were plentiful: Sell the building and donate money. 
Worship in homes. Grow the congregation. Create a new worshiping community. The underlying assumption most of us 
had was that 15 was just not enough people for real ministry. Then someone said something that stopped the conversation. 
“Why do we think we need a hundred people to make a difference? Jesus changed the world with just 12.” 
Things began to shift in my mind and my ministry that day. 
Descending the steps of the high pulpit, I discovered something else. Even though I’ve thought about leading a big church, 
being up there was not for me. That’s not judgment on the people who have big-church leadership skills. Our big churches 
are vital to our ministry together. 
But we small churches have an important place, too. We are not failed big churches. Like all congregations, we should be 
judged on our willingness to follow God’s mission in our time and place. Using that criterion, the size of a pulpit doesn’t 
matter. Faithfulness does. 
Sue Washburn is the pastor of Reunion Presbyterian Church in Mount Pleasant, Pennsylvania. She wrote this in a coffee 
shop next to people talking about their mega-church challenges.  

Manor News April 2018 

We welcomed Josephine Beck home from Florida where she spent the 
winter with her daughter. She enjoyed her children, grandchildren, great 
grandchildren and the warm weather but is happy to be back with her 
Manor family. 
May is Manor Month and the time of the year when we honor our 
seniors and pay tribute to the special service the Manor offers our 
community.  For over 50 years this beautiful home on Genesee Street has 
provided housing and home cooked meals in a warm and family like 
setting for those wanting to down-size or eliminate the need to take care of 
a house. 
The Manor is a mission of the church but operates with its own budget.  In 
the last few years, profits from the Mother’s Day Plant Sale and donations 
have enabled us to provide entertainment at the Manor.   
This year the Plant Sale will again be held before and after church on 
May 13.  These large and beautiful plants come from the River Edge 
Nursery in Baldwinsville.   
There will be donation envelopes in the pews during the May. 
Another way to show support for the Manor is stop by on the morning of Cleanup Day, May 19 from 9:00 to 12:00.  
That is the day we do some light yard work and could always use an extra hand for as little or as long as you can stay. 
The Sunday Servers for the Month of April were: Carol Ackles, Chuck and Nancy Williams, Carolyn Schwab 
and Nan Corsello, Cindy and Mike Dempsey.  Thank you!  The sign up sheet is in the Sims Room.   
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From the Pastor  

Recently the Skaneateles Clergy gathered for a retreat at Grace Chapel, sharing 
stories of our Calls to ministry. As a Preacher’s Kid, I did not experience the parting 
of clouds and a voice from heaven; instead the Call has been affirmed over and over 
in being in relationship with you.  
The pastoral ministry is an impossible Calling as you represent so many things to so 
many different people. But, what I have experienced is that leading couples through 
their marital vows, I have the privilege of remembering and re-affirming my vows. 
Baptizing new believers, I have the challenge of making a commitment to this new 
person in our community. In Memorial, we have the opportunity to hold that person 
close and before God one more time, reflecting upon what they have meant to us. 
Thank you for the blessing of being able to serve as your Pastor. 
  

Dear First Presbyterian Church of Skaneateles  

Greetings and blessings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!  

I am writing on behalf of the Session to bring you an update in regards to the feedback that we have received against “The 
Greeting” moment at the beginning of our worship service on Sunday mornings.  
The Session is aware that some find “The Greeting” moment awkward and somewhat distracting or even painful. We 
wanted to assure the Congregation that the Session is aware of these comments and has prayerfully considered your 
suggestions. 
We are grateful for your feedback and your willingness to share your ideas and recommendations with our Deacons and 
Ministers of the Word and Sacrament.  We would like to encourage this behavior and ask the congregation to continue 
sharing with the Session your comments about our worship and activities of mission, fellowship and education, so we can 
become more faithful and authentic in our worship for the Glory of our God. 
At this time, the Session has decided to continue “The Greeting” moment at the beginning of worship with the purpose of 
encouraging the congregation, staff, deacons and ministers to welcome each other as an element of our worship of God. 
The Session believes the Church is not a simple institution but the gathered community of faith, and as a community we 
are responsible to welcome each other to the house of God.  Our Lord Jesus said “Wherever two or more are gathered in 
my name, there am I in the midst of them.”  We believe that our church is the gathering of people who need God and are 
interested in participating in the journey of faith in Jesus Christ together. 
We believe we should always greet one another in love like family, for even if we haven’t met, in Christ we are brothers 
and sisters, children of God.  Furthermore, we believe that “The Greeting” moment more often than not allows our guest to 
feel comfortable in our midst. 
Our promise as your Session is to continue to revisit this matter and be diligent, always paying attention to your comments 
and suggestions.   
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or any member of Session. 
In Christ’s Love, your Session.  

Donna Volz, Ruling Elder 
                                                                                                  * All the emails for the session members are found on page #7  
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Next Generations of Faith 

April 8th Kyle and Kelly (Dove) Sears presented their son Keegan for Baptism. In June 
Katie (Brown) and Luke Adrionos plan to celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism with 
their child, Adam. Each of these represent multiple generations within this 
congregation, sharing their faith and relationship with God. In Baptism, we affirm God 
washing clean the sin of this person; but also, we claim that individual as part of our 
lives, part of the body of Jesus Christ; and personally, those presenting one for the 
Sacrament of Baptism cover this other person with their faith.  
We have averaged over 10 baptisms per year, each unique, but among the most 
memorable have been when those baptized have been “handed over” to others in the 
congregation, because we now belong to one another, and are responsible to God for 
each other. 

John Dau Foundation  

Last November the Clinic at Duk Payuel was raided by a gang 
of youth from a rival tribe. Whenever there are crises, the issue 
is not only repairing what was broken, but also responding to 
people’s fears and doubts. The Board of JDF are working to 
replace the fence around the compound, from something to 
keep out goats and cows, to something to control security for 
the staff and patients.  
Simultaneously, the Foundation has expanded in other sites, 
“putting our boat in the water”, a 40’ steel boat with two 
outboard motors and medical equipment to serve as a Nile 
Ambulance. At the same time JDF has grown to require an 
Operations Manager based in South Sudan. What began as re-
uniting refugees with their lost families, and grew into one 
Clinic is now a major Health Care ministry. Our on-going 
thanks to all who have made this “God-work” possible.

We hope you decide to join us as we explore this symbol of our faith
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Hello!Church,! !
!
As!I!write!this,!the!snow!continues!to!fall.!But!instead!of!letting!the!long!and!
stubborn!winter!get!us!down!and!gloomy,!let!us!be!reminded!of!Jesus!and!each!
of!God’s!blessings!with!each!flake!that!falls!!!
!
One!of!our!many!blessings!is!the!beautiful!church!that!we!can!call!our!own!
where!we!can!gather!with!friends!and!family!to!worship!with!spiritCfilled!
music!and!the!living!word!of!God.!Amen!!!
!
And!what!better!way!to!give!Glory!to!God!and!welcome!spring!than!

with!a!Spring!Clean!of!our!beautiful!church?!!
!
The!ladies!of!the!Women’s!Evening!Circle!and!PWC!will!gather!together!with!
the!help!of!the!youth!and!Mario!to!do!a!detailed!cleaning!of!the!Sanctuary!and!
other!areas!of!the!church!that!could!use!a!little!extra!shine!to!really!welcome!
the!sun’s!return.!!!
!

Our!Spring!Clean!will!be!on!Sunday,!May!6th!at!2:00pm.!
Meet!in!the!Sims!room!at!church.!

!
We!will!not!share!a!meal!at!this!meeting;!however,!there!will!be!sweet!treats!
to!keep!you!polishing!away.! !Cleaning!supplies!will!be!provided,!but!feel!free!
to!bring!your!favorite!dusting!and!cleaning!tools.!!
!
Judy!Bobbett!and!Donna!Volz!will!be!leading!the!clean!with!the!participation!
of!Mario! as!well.! (I! will! be! in! Dayton! attending! the! First! Communion! of!my!
Goddaughter.)!

!

This!is!your!chance!to!make!the!church!SPARKLE.!
Seize!the!moment!!

Let!me!know!if!you!will!be!a!part!of!this!spring!clean.!
!
!
Your!sister!in!Christ,!!
Mel!Bolivar!
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May Birthdays 
Phoebe Glowacki 5/2 

Kathy Kinder 5/6 
Ann Higbee 5/6 

Casey Kenan 5/13  
Corbin Shemory 5/13 
Melissa Biver 5/16 
Patrick Biver 5/18 

Cassondra Shemory 5/23 
Edith Edson 5/24  

  
May Anniversaries  

Nancy and Chuck Williams 5/1 
Melissa and Mario Bolivar 5/21 

Jeanne and Tony Lima 5/31 
Penny and Bill Allyn  

* If your birthday OR Anniversary is in 
May and you do not see your name, 
or some information is mission or 
incorrect,  please email…  
revbolivar@skanpresby.org 

Current Session of First Presbyterian Church of Skaneateles  

Class of 2018  
Mary Margaret Biss - acmm.biss@gmail.com 
Cindy Dempsey - dempsem@msn.com 
David Graham - dgraham1217@gmail.com 
Doug Hamlin - doug.hamlin@spinforward.com 
William Frank - willfrank432@yahoo.com 

Class of 2019 
Beth Atkinson - bethbobjim@aol.com 
Skip Gassler - skip1028@msn.com 
Donna Volz - pimme96@aol.com 
Michele Wheatly - mwheatly@syr.edu 

Class of 2020 
David Churchill - dachurchill54@gmail.com 
Doug Wood - woodllc@gmail.com 
Ron Beavers - cwrr01@verizon.net 
Clerk of Session: Maureen Soderberg - msoderbergmd@icloud.com 

Moderator, Rev. Dr. Craig Lindsey - revlindsey@skanpresby.org  
Rev. Mario Bolivar - revbolivar@skanpresby.org

mailto:revbolivar@skanpresby.org
mailto:revlindsey@skanpresby.org
mailto:revbolivar@skanpresby.org
mailto:revlindsey@skanpresby.org
mailto:revbolivar@skanpresby.org
mailto:revbolivar@skanpresby.org
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It’s really too bad Vanderkamp staff don’t like their jobs…. They LOVE them!!!  
 
This could be you! What are you doing this summer?  
 
While the majority of our summer programs are Christian, Vanderkamp is an EEO employer. We believe that 
embracing and celebrating our diversity... and our humanity... enhances the summer experience for us all. 
Welcome! 
 
Come join our summer ministry team!  
We are a small kamp with a big heart… and 850 acres of forests, fields, and meadows… plus a 45 acre private 
lake… so much to see, do, and explore! Vanderkamp is one of a handful of authentic and historic “Great 
Camps” in New York State and the only “Great Camp” converted into a summer kamp and retreat center. 
Couple that with our unique and intentionally designed programming and you’ll know why our Vanderkampers 
and staff say, “There are no other kamps!”  
 
What’s your passion?  
Developing a meaningful relationship with youth, caring for them and helping them to challenge themselves 
and watching them blossom before your eyes? Sharing your interests, talents, and experience with youth as you 
teach them to do all the activities you enjoy? Whipping up healthy and creative goodies in the kitchen and 
teaching youth how to make them too? Teaching youth how to swim and enjoy spending time on and in the 
water safely? Making sure youth are happy and healthy so they can enjoy everything that kamp has to offer?  
 
Visit http://www.vk.org/wpsite/employment/ today to view job descriptions and access the portal to our online 
application.  
 
We currently have openings for: 
Counselors, Activity Specialists, Kitchen Assistants, Lifeguards, and Health 
Director(s)/Physician/PA/NP/RN/LPN. 
 
An amazing summer awaits you...  

 Phone: (315) 675-3651  
Fax: (315) 675-8802  

Email: vkcenter@vk.org 
Web: www.vk.org 

 

337 Martin Road 
Cleveland, NY 13042 
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First Presbyterian Church 
 97 E. Genesee Street 
 Skaneateles, NY 13152 

Phone: 315-685-5048 
E-mail: info@skanpresby.org 
Website: www.skanpresby.org 

Rev. Dr. Craig J. Lindsey, Pastor 
Rev. Mario Bolivar, Associate Pastor 
Peggy Surdam, Business Admin/Treasurer 
Bruce Osborne, Organist 
Susan Grady, Bell Choir Director 
Brian Ackles, Vocal Choir Director 
Eddie  Hernandez, Sexton 
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